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Turning the clock back 50 years

MARY CHRISTMAS
FEATURES EDITOR

Lisa Johnson is only a high
school senior, but she’s already
looking forward to returning to
Webster Schroeder High School in
about 50 years for the annual Se-
nior Citizens Day.

“I know I’ll be telling the stu-
dents how different the high school
was when I was a student,” said
Johnson, who was one of more
than 100 high school students to
welcome 700 senior citizens back
to school Friday.

“I think it would be interesting
to come back to spend a day like
this,” she said.

Several student musical groups
performed for the seniors, and the
day ended with a traditional turkey
dinner, served by students, parents
and staff volunteers.

Jenn Barons had so much fun
working at last year’s event she de-
cided to sign up again this year.

“It’s great to work at this be-
cause you hear a lot of little stories
about when these senior citizens
went to school,” she said. “They’re
so interested in what grade you’re
in and what you’re studying, and
they’re very patient with us while
we’re serving them.”

Adie Ealy found it a great way
to get a sampling of the different
musical groups.

“Many of the conductors our
children had when they went to
school here are still here,” she

Proposed Wegmans

BRIDGET MACKENZIE
STAFF WRITER

HENRIETTA - On Wednesday,
Henrietta Town Board members
denied Wegmans Food Markets
Inc.’s request to build a superstore
on Calkins Road.

Board members voted 3-2 to
reject Wegmans’ application to re-
zone a 30-acre parcel on Calkins
Road and build a 130,000-square-
foot grocery store.

“What we have is a lost oppor-
tunity,” said Town Board member
Michael Yudelson, who voted in
favor of the application.

Town Supervisor Jim Breese
also supported the application.
Board members Cathy McCabe,
Bill Mulligan Jr. and Janet Zinck
voted against it.

“We’re disappointed but not
surprised,” said Ralph Uttaro, se-
nior vice president of real estate
development for Wegmans. “We’ve
done all that we can do to make the

Webster Schroeder senior Jenn Barons visits with community member Adie Ealy during Schroeder’s annual Senior Citizens Day, which took place last Friday.

said.

This was Rose Coccimiglio’s
13th time at the event.

“This is a wonderful, beautiful
day,” she said. “The entertainment
is great and the food is great. I love
it.”

Ann Carmody, the district’s co-

project as attractive as possible.”

Uttaro said the company does
not plan to reapply to build a
130,000-square-foot market in the
town, in any location.

He also said Wegmans will not
close the popular 57,000-square-
foot store at Calkins and East Hen-
rietta roads, a concern that wor-
ried many residents who used that
store.

Wegmans proposed building the
new grocery store on Calkins Road
in March.

This was the company’s second
proposal to build a superstore on a
30-acre parcel owned by the Mon-
roe County Fair and Recreation
Association. Wegmans withdrew
the first application because of op-
position from neighbors.

Wegmans’ new plan included
more green space. The proposal
also called for building a 60-unit
to 80-unit senior living facility and
two 5,000-square-foot buildings
for use as a bank, a restaurant or
offices.

ordinator of school and commu-
nity relations, said that getting two
generations together is a positive
experience for both students and
seniors.

“It’s a way for the senior citi-
zens to see that our school is safe
and full of good, productive young-

sters,” she said. “For many of the
students, this is an opportunity for
them to interact with older adults,
something some of them may not
have had much of an opportunity
to do.”

Senior Citizens Day has also
changed a bit with the times. Only

about 30 people attended the first
few events.

“With 700 people, we can’t have
them visit classes anymore, but this
gives them a chance to come back
to school, a place many of them
have not visited for many years,”
she said.

downed by Henrietta board

The store would have replaced
the smaller store at Calkins and
East Henrietta roads.

Board members denied Weg-
mans’ application for several rea-
sons, McCabe said.

The 30-acre parcel is zoned for
residential use, as is the land di-
rectly across the street.

Approving the project would
have seriously alter traffic flow on
Calkins Road and would have hin-
dered access to residential proper-
ties across the street.

The town hopes to create a town
center on this strip of land. To build
the superstore would eliminate the
town’s ability to develop a town
center on Calkins Road.

The town never received a mas-
ter plan from the Monroe County
Fair and Recreation Association,
so board members could not assess
how building a grocery store would
affect the rest of the fairgrounds.

Developing a parking lot for the
site would have changed storm wa-
ter runoff and would have affected

the area’s environment.

Building a new store would
have meant closing the old one at
Calkins and East Henrietta roads,
leaving a vacant commercial build-
ing in the town.

Constructing the superstore
would negatively affect the town
park and all activities held there.

Residents in favor of the plan ar-
gued that with a larger store come
more jobs and a larger variety of
products.

Wegmans spokeswoman Jo Na-
tale said the company could offer
services - like a prepared-food sec-
tion - in the larger market that cur-
rently can’t fit into the East Henri-
etta Road store.

Those who opposed the plan
said they love the smaller store.
They argued that building a super-
store on Calkins Road would nega-
tively affect the nearby town park
and neighborhoods with excess
traffic.

“I didn’t know what the out-
come was going to be,” said Bea-

WILL JACKSON
STAFF WRITER

Anyone walking into the li-
brary of Bay Trail Middle School
in Penfield last week would have
seen students nestled in every
corner of the room, cuddled up
with pillows or stuffed animals.

No, it wasn’t nap time. It
was the start of the Battle of the
Books.

Sixth-graders were scattered
all over the library for a read-

designed to engage students in
reading quality literature.

Vijay Francis, 11, likes the
read-in because he gets to be in
a quiet place where he can finish
his book.

“I like reading,” said Alex
Tang, also 11, who was cuddled
up in a cushion chair. “But the
best part is we don’t get any
homework.”

team competition that ends with
a Jeopardy-style event in which

the books they’ve read.

banner that displays its name and
slogan.

in as part of a Bay Trail project

The Battle of the Books is a

students answer questions about

Each team, made up of four
or five students, creates a flag or

Reading challenge
inspires children

But
games.

“We laid down the rules,”
said Sally McKenna, a teacher
at the middle school. “The only
thing they were going to do for
80 minutes was read.”

Each team must read a total of
12 books from Oct. 20 to Nov.
12. McKenna said that some
students might finish five or six
books per month.

“Some finish only one or two,
but we try to get them to finish
three,” she said. “We’ve chosen
very high-interest books.”

Librarian Mary Summerhays
joked that the most difficult part
was getting the adults to pick
which books would be used.

“It’s been great for use, re-
ally,” she said. “We all have dif-
ferent tastes.”

Summerhays said that the
reading project was started last
year with just a few classes.

“Now, two more are on
board,” Summerhays said.

About 120 sixth-graders are
participating this year.

“At this age, they’re still re-
ally excited about reading,” said
Bay Trail librarian Lucy McCor-
mick. “The point of the program
is to keep them excited.”

it’s not all fun and

Sixth-grader Jauvant McGill participates in a school “read-in,” as part of the
Battle of the Books event on Friday at Bay Trail Middle School in Penfield.

Alex Graham reads at Bay Trail Middle School during Friday’s “read-in.”
The event is designed to engage young students in reading quality literature.

consfield Road resident Elizabeth
Thomson, who opposed the plan.
“But I was hoping.”

Thomson said she does not dis-
like Wegmans as a company, just
the idea of building a superstore
so close to a residential neighbor-
hood.

“It just wasn’t the right place for
a superstore of any kind,” she said.

Breese said he was bothered that
some town residents, and Town
Board members, would not consid-
er any plan to build a grocery store
on the site.

“This was a golden opportunity
to make Henrietta a better place,”
Breese said. “Now it appears it will
not happen. Such lack of vision is
a shame. It is a major mistake. It’s
more Henrietta’s loss than Weg-
mans.”

McCabe said she is ready to
help shape the town’s plan to create
a town center on the site and looks
forward to working with residents,
town officials and businessmen to
do so.

New Horizons
offers advice,
networking
opportunities
for job seekers

NATHANIEL HOLLIDAY
STAFF WRITER

A series of networking events
that used to be just for former Xe-
rox employees is now open to any-
one.

Weekly gatherings of the New
Horizons group at St. Joseph’s
Church on Gebhardt Road in Pen-
field provide support and potential
job contacts for those who attend.

Every week former Xerox
workers and job seekers meet to
network and discuss career oppor-
tunities in the Rochester area. The
group began in 2003 as a way for
former Xerox employees to stay
connected, share contacts and give
each other support. It opened to
others in any job transition stage
earlier this year.

“It was a way of helping one
another on what our rights and
benefits and options were, being
on our own for the first time,” said
Susan Pixley of Rochester, retired
from  Xerox.
She is current-
ly working as
a math teacher
and tutor in the
City  School
District.

Joseph Ber-
tola of Roches-
ter is currently
looking for a
job in finance. He has been net-
working with New Horizons for
four months.

“It gets you
up to speed on
what’s  new,”
he said.

Meetings
consist of prac-
ticing “eleva-
tor speeches”
to tell contacts
what job one is
seeking, other networking events
and speakers from area companies
and organizations.

The group also makes it a point
to meet in the mornings to give
members a sense of staying active
by having them get up early, work
through the meeting’s agenda and
be proactive in their individual job
searches.

Not everyone who attends New
Horizons is job hunting.

Ellen MacLeod, for example, is
a former Xerox employee working
part-time at Paychecks. She attends
meetings to help provide contacts
for others and also to gain insight
on what is going on in the work-
force.

Pixley

MacLeod

Webster plan for residential
development gains steam,
rezoning resolution approved

TimMoTHY LEVY
STAFF WRITER

The Webster Town Board voted
Monday to rezone 91 acres to allow
for the construction of 125 single-
family homes near the corner of
Ridge Road and Van Ingen Drive.

Pending approvals from the
Webster Planning Board and the
installation of a $250,000 sewer
system, developer Larry Panipinto
will be allowed to proceed with
the Eastwood Estates subdivision,
which has been in the works for
nearly 10 years.

The earliest that construction
could start would be two years
from now and the project would be
built over a minimum of 10 years,
according to project engineer Lee
Sinsebox.

A key condition to the approval
is where the new homes will be
placed on the parcel.

Board members stipulated that
roughly eight acres of land be left
intact to buffer existing homes
from new construction. Residents
could later decide whether to use
the land as a park.

At a two-hour hearing Monday,
several nearby residents were upset
about changing the current large-
lot zoning to residential zoning that

allows for more homes to be built
on smaller lots.

When Linda Belmont bought
her home near the proposed devel-
opment, she selected it because it
had large-lot zoning.

“I wanted to be in that kind of
setting,” she said.

Other residents supported the
plan, however, because it would
bring sewers into the area.

Some complained of foul smells
emanating from a nearby creek.

Jim Hall, who owns a business
and a home in the neighborhood,
said the area could grow as a result
of sewers.

When Marsha Scribner of Ridge
Road purchased her property seven
years ago, she and her husband
bought it knowing the land would
be developed.

“We expected it and we’re ac-
tually gratified they’re not asking
for more lots than they have,” she
said.

Even without the compromise
on leaving the eight acres unde-
veloped, the Town Board might
have rezoned the property anyway.
Town Supervisor Ronald Nesbitt
said that bringing sewers to the
area could compel a change to resi-
dential zoning.
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Gina Ko, 6, studies at the new Oxford Learning Center at the Perinton Hills
Shopping Center on Monday. Ko is one of 16 students enrolled at the center.

Educational center provides
tutoring for needy students

Stacy McCLENDON
STAFF WRITER

PERINTON - With report cards
making their way into homes this
week, students and parents are
evaluating progress and consider-
ing extra help.

Oxford Learning Center opened
in August as another option for
students who need extra help with
skills from writing to problem-
solving.

Program  Director  Cynthia
Tucker said the center doesn’t just
work on problem areas, but it also
celebrates the student’s strengths.

The center partners with schools
by encouraging students to bring in
their homework, agendas and work
to prepare for upcoming projects
and tests.

“In isolation we all might be do-
ing something great, but together
we can really make a difference,”
Tucker said.

The program currently has 16
students ranging from 3-year-olds
to high school seniors.

Before entering the program,
students are given cognitive and
academic assessments that cost
from $100 to $150. After that, the

Whooping cough under watch

MiKoLAJ] ANDRZEJEWSKI
STAFF WRITER

Students in two area school dis-
tricts have been diagnosed with
pertussis, better known as the
whooping cough.

Dr. Andrew Doniger, director of
the Monroe County Department of
Public Health, said his department
has notified parents in both the
Webster and East Irondequoit Cen-

cost is on average about $300 a
month.

The program has several steps.
In the Little Readers Academy, a
program for children as young as
3, students balance play and aca-
demics through active learning and
independence. There is one teacher
for a group of six students.

For students in first to eighth
grade, state tests are a focus. The
Beyond Tutoring Elementary
School Program helps students
build time management and plan-
ning skills.

As the students get older, the
Advantage High School Success
Program helps them stay focused
and motivated to do well by using
critical thinking and developing
study skills.

Pradeep Kaza, 16, a sophomore
in the Pittsford Central School Dis-
trict, is taking an Advanced Place-
ment European history course and
he wants to sharpen his writing
skills.

“I think it’s just another way to
approach school,” Pradeep said.

Oxford Learning was founded
in Ontario, Canada. Although there
are nine centers in the United States,
this is the first in New York.

tral school districts that one student
from each district has contracted
the highly contagious disease.

Letters from the Health Depart-
ment were sent to parents in the
Webster and East Irondequoit dis-
tricts last week.

The diagnosed students attend
Klem Road North Elementary
School in Webster and the East
Irondequoit Middle School.

Doniger said that the letters

Penfield facilities near debut

Parents tour state-of-the-art additions to town elementary schools

JONATHAN WITTENBACH
STAFF WRITER

PENFIELD - Although the
hallways were quiet and the class-
rooms were bare, parents imagined
their children working in the new
quarters at Cobbles Elementary
School.

More than 45 Penfield residents
and parents toured the new facili-
ties at Cobbles on Wednesday as
part of the Penfield Central School
Districts series of open houses to
showcase additions and renova-
tions at three elementary schools.

Principal Gene Mancuso said
the Cobbles building was renovat-
ed, got five new fourth-grade class-
rooms and a new media center.

“It’s really been a transforma-
tion,” he said.

With more than 14,000 books,
the school needed a bigger library.
The space nearly tripled after the
renovations, and the new media
center can now hold about four
classes at one time, according to
Mancuso.

Lynn Kinsman said the new
media center is very inviting. Her
daughter Cynthia, a 6-year-old
first-grader at Cobbles, eagerly
browsed through the shelves look-
ing for a book about lions.

“This is terrific,” Kinsman said.

The referendum for the $5.9
million construction project, which
also included projects at the Harris
Hill and Scribner Road elementary
schools, was passed in 2006.

“It’s nice to see our tax dollars
spent wisely,” said Kathy Echter,
a mother of two Cobbles gradu-
ates who came to see the new ad-
ditions.

Tracy Schuhmacher, president-
elect of the Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation, said that the students are

were sent just as an awareness
measure for parents. “It just puts
them on notice to keep an eye on
their kids,” he said.

The Health Department rec-
ommends that any parent in those
school districts who sees their child
developing a cough should let their
physicians know that the child may
have been exposed to pertussis.

According to the Health Depart-
ment, pertussis primarily affects

Cameron Pennica, 8, reads a book about biographies Friday in the new library media center at Cobbles Elementary School.

now looking forward to time at the
library.

With too few classrooms, spe-
cialists at Cobbles and Scribner
Road had to use storage rooms and
closets. Now teachers have spaces
that fit their needs.

“It has alleviated the stress
around the building,” Mancuso
said.

“It’s nice to see
our tax dollars
spent wisely.”
-Kathy Echter

Harris Hill, which has two new
classrooms and other additions,
had an open house last week.

Mark Miele, principal of Scrib-
ner Road, said the new additions
and renovations have raised school
morale.

Besides being rennovated,
Scribner also got a new media
center and four new fourth-grade
classrooms.

The final tour will be at Scribner
Road at 6 p.m. Dec. 17.

in Webster, East Irondequoit

the respiratory tract and is usually
spread by direct contact with nasal
and throat discharges from an in-
fected person.

Initial symptoms are similar to
that of a common cold, with sneez-
ing, runny nose, low-grade fever
and mild cough.

Symptoms can intensify within
two weeks and lead to numerous
episodes of rapid cough with the
discharge of clear, thick mucus.

- BRIEFS -

Police
Penfield

Items stolen from vehicles:
Police received reports of items re-
moved from vehicles between Dec.
5 and Dec. 10. The vehicles were
parked in the lot at Dick Ide Hon-
da, 875 Panorama Trail, and at Bay
View Family YMCA, 1209 Bay
Road. The items reported missing
included two purses, cash, credit
cards, checks, identification, spare
tires and a cellular telephone.

Theft at school: A television/
videocassette recorder was re-
ported missing on Dec. 12 from
a back room in the library at Bay
Trail Middle School, 1760 Scrib-
ner Road. It is thought to have been
taken sometime between Nov. 21
and 25 when the school was closed
for Thanksgiving.

Window smashed: A win-
dow at Penfield High School,
25 High School Dr., was re-
ported broken when a rock was
thrown through it on Dec. 7.

Pittsford

Camera equipment missing:
A 35-millimeter camera valued at
$650 and an auto-focus lens were
reported missing Dec. 8 from a car
parked at Nazareth College, 4254
East Ave.

Perinton

Items reported missing from
vehicles: Police received reports
of items missing from vehicles be-
tween Nov. 30 and Dec. 6.

The vehicles were parked at two
addresses on Thayer Road and at a
home on Teakwood Lane.

The items reported missing
were a purse, cash, checks, credit
cards, compact discs, a radar detec-
tor, change and a car roof rack.

Bicycle missing: A 21-speed
mountain bike was reported miss-
ing from an open garage on Ayrault
Road Dec. 5.

Two other bicycles in the garage
were left there.

Wheels taken: Four wheels and
tires were reported missing from a
new Ford truck in the lot at Fairport
Ford, 71 Marsh Road, on Dec. 5.

Recreation
YMCA

Registrations are now being tak-
en for Bay View Family YMCA’s
Youth Basketball League.

Designed for boys and girls
ages 6-12, the program teaches ba-
sic skills, teamwork and the joy of
friendly competition with friends,
where the focus is not on winning,
but on learning and having fun.
Regardless of ability, every partici-
pant plays at least one half of every
game.

The 10-week program runs Sat-
urdays from Dec. 15 through Feb.
2 at various times throughout the
day.

The cost is $36 for full-priv-
ilege Bay View members and
$62 for program members. For
more information, call 671-8414.

Hiking

The Penfield Trails Committee
is inviting Penfield and area resi-
dents to participate in the next of a
series of free outdoor hikes, Satur-
day, Dec. 15, at Linear Park.

The hikes are for adults and
children, ages 8 and up. Children

under 16 should be accompanied
by an adult.

Participants should not bring
pets and should wear appropriate
footwear for steep terrain and slip-
pery conditions.

Miscellaneous

Class reunion

Attention 1981 Penfield High
School graduates. A 25th reunion
is planned for Aug. 2006 and orga-
nizers are seeking some wayward
souls. Send information (e-mail ad-
dress, current address, phone num-
ber, etc.) via e-mail to: PHS_81@
yahoo.com or leave a voice mail at
234-3746.

Usual treatment for the disease is a
course of antibiotics.

Doniger said there are at least 30
cases of whooping cough in Mon-
roe County each year, and the most
recent data shows that 11 were re-
ported in the first three months of
this year.

He said children are required
to be immunized against pertussis
before they attend school, and they
are usually given doses of vaccine

for diphtheria, pertussis and teta-
nus (DPT) at the ages of 2 months,
4 months, 6 months, 18 months
and again between 4 and 6 years
of age.

However, he said, the vaccines
do not always prevent a child from
contracting the disease.

Doniger said immunity may
wane as a child reaches adoles-
cence.




